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Gordon Smythe
Global Impact
49-55 Beresford Road
London
SW1 4AZ
30 April 2014
The Editor
The Times 
Virginia Street
London
E98 1RB
Sir,
Global Impact are encouraged by this morning’s announcement from the Department for International Development that they intend to increase their spending on the global fight against communicable diseases. 
HIV and AIDS have a devastating impact on everyone, especially women and girls. I write to you, on behalf of the women of Africa, who are the main victims of the global HIV epidemic, in the hope that the Department for International Development will offer a specific answer their desperate plea for help.
When women die of AIDS they leave a family that needs to be cared for. Not only do they suffer the health consequences of HIV and AIDS, they also bear the brunt as mothers, as wives and as natural carers for their families and communities.  Girls have to leave school in order to care for AIDS orphans.
Prostitution is driving up rates of HIV, as women in the African sex industry do not use condoms, with disastrous consequences.  For all these reasons and more, this increase in spending must ensure that women victims of HIV are reached, and helped to build what life they can from their tragedy.
We therefore urge you to provide assistance for women who are caring for families devastated by HIV, and to fund education programmes for women on the need to protect themselves by using condoms.

Yours sincerely,
Gordon Smythe OBE
Chief Executive
Global Impact
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