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HANDOUT SIX
Images of Women and Girls

We want to find positive images of women and girls.  These will show women and girls in all their roles – particularly non-traditional ones and perhaps avoiding images with children.  They will also not fall into the trap of only using conventionally attractive or young girls.

But at the same time caution is needed to avoid the dichotomy between victims (women in need of rescuing, as objects) and heroines (women gladly willing to shoulder their burden and able to single handedly change the world)

Caution: Dichotomy

· The victim

Images of abjection: women and girls as the poorest of the poor, abused by men, denied opportunities, in need of empowerment – objects of rescue

· The heroine

Images of women and girls as ‘agents of change’, able to ‘lift economies’, families, communities

Taken from Andrea Cornwall’s presentation at the GADN/DSA meeting in November 2011
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Brick by Brick, Congo

‘Paula Allen’s photograph of the women who helped build a centre for rape survivors in Bukavu, eastern Congo, is a bold depiction that combines celebration and power.’
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Yeiled Rebellion

Afghan women suffer under the constraints of ribalism, poverty, and war. Now they are starting fo fight or a just Ife.

Photograph by Lynsey Addario

Unafraid to Rally

My irsttime in Afghanistan, the Taliban ruled the country. The onlywomen on the street wers beggars—usually widows or wives of
disabled men. On many Fridays the Taliban performed public executions atthe sports stadium in Kabul. Ten years later, 3t a rally for a

presidential candidate in the same stadium, women partcipated—some in burkas, some not. Inthis picture, the women who did not
wantto be photographed covered their faces
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Unafraid to Rally, Afghanistan

Women participate in a rally for a presidential candidate in a stadium where the Taliban used to perform public executions – some in burkas, some not. In this picture, the women who did not want to be photographed covered their faces.

http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2010/12/afghan-women/addario-photography
Oxfam big bra hunt

Oxfam’s big bra hunt campaign collected second hand bras to sell in Oxfam shops, and by their partner organisation in West Africa, in order to raise money for Oxfam.
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Other images
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Women in Port Vila, Vanuatu, march in support of ending violence against women

Photo credit: AusAID
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Members of the Solomon Islands Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) march in support of female rights during International Women’s Day in Honiara

Photo credit: AusAID/Jeremy Miller
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Rwandan Peacekeepers from the UN Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) patrol the streets of Gao, in northern Mali. Photo ID: 588777 Credit: UN Photo/Marco Dormino
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Malian women wait in line to receive free consultations at a medical clinic in Gao, Mali, run by the the Niger contingent of the UN Multidimensional Integrated Mission in Mali (MINUSMA).
Credit: UN Photo/Marco Dormino
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Khor Abeche: A sick displaced woman recovers inside the UNAMID base in Khor Abeche, South Darfur. Photo by Albert Gonzalez Farran, UNAMID
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Dhaka, Bangladesh - Mothers wait for medical examination with their new born babies at the Maternal & Child Health Training Institute in Dhaka: Photo Credit: Kibae Park
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