
 

 
 
      
 

 

 

GADN response to “The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, 
Transforming All Lives and Protecting the Planet: Synthesis 
Report of the Secretary General on the Post-2015 Agenda” 

 

Overall: 

 

The Gender and Development Network (GADN) and our members are very 

concerned with the approach towards gender equality within the Secretary 

General’s Synthesis reporti.  Throughout the post-2015 process it has been 

widely recognised that gender equality should be a central ambition, and that the 

structural barriers to achieving this should be specifically addressed, for 

example with a standalone goal.  Instead the approach is reminiscent of a pre-

MDGs era where women were one ‘vulnerable group’ amongst many, and gender 

inequality was subsumed within a cluster of other inequalities. We therefore are 

concerned that from the point of view of gender equality, the report lacks 

ambition and in some aspects is leading the debate backwards. Gender equality 

must be a central ambition of the Post-2015 process in order for the framework 

to have any hope of eradicating poverty and setting the path for a sustainable 

future. 

 

We see as still a challenge: 

 

 The report represents a very disappointing move away from a clear ambition to 

‘achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls’ and of strong 

language and focus on gender equality. The language of the Synthesis report 

should be more ambitious when it comes to gender equality and women’s 

rights, and see it as a matter of justice.  

 

 We are concerned that the potential ‘clustering of targets’ under the 6 principles 

identified  would be very damaging for a standalone goal on gender equality 

and women’s rights. There is no explicit reference to gender equality and 

women’s rights in the principles that should guide delivery on 6 essential 

elements put forward by the report (para 65). A standalone goal on gender 

equality has been supported throughout the post-2015 process so far, with the 

High Level Panel and Open Working Group (OWG) endorsing this approach. 

This goal is essential to address the structural barriers that women and girls 

face. 

 

 Gender inequality as a standalone structural issue is not clear in the report and 

is blended together with other inequalities in the ‘leave no one behind’ 

language. It is worrying that in some cases the report tends to list women as a 

‘vulnerable group’. This is problematic for many reasons, not least because it 

weakens the language that has been hard fought for. We know that no country 
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can develop if half its population is locked out, and women, constituting half the 

world’s population, are not a minority group. 

 

 The report fails to acknowledge the social norms and attitudes that perpetuate 

gender inequality, and does not attempt to build sufficient political will to 

address these going into the inter-governmental process. 

 

 A number of key issues that should be signposted somewhere in the document 

are omitted (see below). While we acknowledge that a synthesis report cannot 

cover everything in detail, the omission of crucial issues such as unpaid care, 

sexual health and rights, equal pay for work of equal value, women’s 

participation and influence in decision making is a dangerous precedent for the 

debate going forward (see below).  

 

We see as positive: 

 

 Inclusion of rights, and specifically women’s rights, language 

 

 Recognition of the need for adequate financing 

 

 Recognition of the need to reflect existing international commitments 

 

 Mention of marginalised groups throughout 

 

 Mention of disaggregated data 

 

 Language is included on macro-economic policy issues including tax, fiscal 

policies and countercyclical economic policies as crucial to sustain human 

development, as well as on providing social protection floors and combating 

inequities, although these do not specifically mention addressing gender 

inequalities. 

 

Inclusion of issues related to gender equality in the report:  

 

We welcome the inclusion of the following references to issues related to gender 

equality. However, these references are made without a wider analysis of the social 

norms that perpetuate gender inequality, the language has often been weakened from 

the OWG proposals and High Level Panel report, and women are often grouped 

together with other groups which face inequalities. Therefore we are concerned that in 

terms of gender equality and women’s’ rights, the report falls behind on the outcomes 

of the post-2015 process so far.  There are also a number of issues that have not been 

included which should have been mentioned, which we outline below.  
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Important issues included in the report: 

 

 Recognising the importance of gender equality and specifically women’s 

rights, which were omitted in the OWG proposals: “This is the century of 

women: we will not realize our full potential if half of humanity continues to be 

held back” (para 51)… While we have made important progress in recent years, 

addressing gender inequality and realizing women’s rights remains a key 

challenge in all regions of the world…  Human development is also the respect 

of human rights (para. 67).  

 

 Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG): We must ensure zero tolerance 

of violence against or exploitation of women and girls. (para. 69). However, this 

language is weaker than the OWG proposals which included language on the 

elimination of all forms of violence including sexual violence against all women 

and girls in public and private sphere. 

 

 Reproductive health and rights:  The agenda must … Realize women’s 

reproductive health and rights (para. 70). However, the report does not refer to 

sexual health and rights, which should be included.   

 

 Child, early and forced marriage: The practice of child, early and forced 

marriage must be ended everywhere (para. 78). 

 

 Decent employment and social protection: Ensuring that all people, including 

women, persons with disabilities, youth, aged, and migrants have decent 

employment, social protection, and access to financial services, will be a 

hallmark of our economic success (para. 22). 

 

 Participation in civil society only: An enabling environment under the rule of 

law must be secured for the free, active and meaningful engagement of civil 

society and advocates reflecting the voices of women, minorities, LGBT groups, 

indigenous peoples, youth, adolescents and older persons. (para. 78). Whilst 

this language is welcome, the report fails to advocate for achieving full, effective 

and equal participation and influence of women in all public and political 

decision making. 

 

 Financial services and land rights: Women and girls must have equal access 

to financial services, and the right to own land and other assets (para. 69)… 

Countries should strive to provide universal access to financial services, 

emphasizing inclusive access across income, gender, geography, age, and 

other groups. Specific barriers to women’s access to finance should be 

eliminated. They should expand financial literacy and establish strong 

consumer protection agencies (para. 107). However women’s inheritance rights 

are not addressed.  
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 Health services: We must ensure women, youth and children have access to 

the full range of health services ... The agenda must address universal health-

care coverage, access and affordability; end preventable maternal, new-born 

and child deaths and malnutrition (para. 70). 

 

 Education: All children and adolescents have a right to education and must 

have a safe environment in which to learn (para 21). However, this does not 

address the specific barriers which girls and women face in accessing quality 

education.  

 

 Women and STEM: Furthermore, we have a long way to go to reach the 

necessary level of participation of women and girls in science, technology 

(including ICTs), engineering, and mathematics for the world in the 21st century 

(para. 119). 

 

Not included in the report:  

 

 Unpaid care work: A target on unpaid care work was included in the OWG 

proposals and GADN has highlighted the importance of this target in the 

briefing ‘Unpaid Care: A priority for the post-2015 development goals and 

beyond’ii. 

 

 Women’s political participation and leadership: The new framework must 

provide for the full, meaningful and equal participation and influence of women 

at all levels of decision making in political and public life. The Secretary General 

has missed an opportunity to highlight the global demand that there be a clear 

objective for achieving full, effective and equal participation and influence of 

women in all public and political decision making. These decisions have a 

profound impact on their lives, their communities and their world.  This has 

already been clearly advocated by the OWG and its failure to be referenced 

here is concerning. 

 

 Sexual and reproductive health and rights: It is disappointing that the 

outcomes of the International Conference on Population and Development 

(ICPD) beyond 2014 process are not included in the Report.  Member States 

have consistently affirmed their support for the ICPD Beyond 2014, as 

demonstrated by calling for the ICPD Programme of Action to live on in the 

post-2015 development framework at the 47th Session of the Commission on 

Population and Development in April 2014 and the United Nations General 

Assembly Special Session on the ICPD in September 2014. 

 

It is also very concerning to see that there is no reference to “sexual health” or 

“sexual rights” in the Report. The Report refers to “preventable maternal, new-

born and child death and malnutrition… realise women’s reproductive health 

and rights” (para 70). However, this is a roll-back from the wording in the OWG 
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report, which called for sexual health as well as reproductive health and rights.  

It is imperative that this is not taken as the “starting point” for the 

intergovernmentals  as it is a significant step back and will not achieve  the 

support and services for women, girls, men and boys, that we need for the 

sustainable development agenda to be successful. 

 

 Social norms: The centrality of addressing discriminatory social norms in 

tackling gender inequality is not covered by the report.  

 

 Women’s access to technology (which was proposed by the OWG to be 

included in the gender goal)  

 

 WASH and gender dimensions of WASH 

 

 Female Genital Mutilation: although the report references ‘zero tolerance’ of 

VAWG. 

 

 Women’s right to control economic assets and income (which was 

proposed by the OWG to be included in the gender goal)  

 

 Adopting and strengthening sound policies and enforceable legislation for 

the promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls 

at all levels (which was proposed by the OWG to be included in the gender 

goal)   

 

 Gender aspects of financing for development: The gendered impacts of 

models of development financing, including the resources needed to finance 

initiatives which support gender equality, are not recognised or referred to. The 

report also does not address the gendered impact of macroeconomic policies 

on issues such as public spending, debt, tax and aid.  

 

 Mainstreaming of gender: Where issues such as income inequality, climate 

change, sustainability and natural resources, education, decent work are 

discussed, the specific barriers which women and girls face are not addressed.   

 

 
                                                
i United Nations (2014) The Road to Dignity by 2030: Ending Poverty, Transforming All Lives and 

Protecting the Planet: Synthesis Report of the Secretary General on the Post-2015 Agenda. New York: 

United Nations. http://bit.ly/1wbtEC2  
ii Woodroffe, J. and Donald, K. (2014) Unpaid care: A priority for the post-2015 development goals and 

beyond. London: Gender and Development Network. http://www.gadnetwork.org/storage/gadn-responses-

and-briefings/GADN%20Unpaid%20Care%20briefing.pdf  

http://bit.ly/1wbtEC2
http://www.gadnetwork.org/storage/gadn-responses-and-briefings/GADN%20Unpaid%20Care%20briefing.pdf
http://www.gadnetwork.org/storage/gadn-responses-and-briefings/GADN%20Unpaid%20Care%20briefing.pdf


 

 
 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
The Gender & Development Network (GADN) brings together expert NGOs, consultants, 
academics and individuals committed to working on gender, development and women’s rights 
issues. Our vision is of a world where social justice and gender equality prevail and where all 
women and girls are able to realise their rights free from discrimination. Our goal is to ensure 
that international development policy and practice promotes gender equality and women’s and 
girls’ rights. Our role is to support our members by sharing information and expertise, to 
undertake and disseminate research, and to provide expert advice and comment on 
government policies and projects.  
 
For more information or to join the Gender & Development Network,  

please e-mail: info@gadnetwork.org  
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Working groups 
GADN brings together development 

practitioners, experts and academics 

working on thematic issues through 
working groups. The post-2015 working 
group is aiming to improve the Beyond 

2015 framework so that it better 
promotes women’s and girls’ rights and 
gender equality. 

 
 

Disclaimer 
GADN produces a series of 

background briefings for use by 

our members and others. These 
are produced by the Secretariat  
in consultation with our Advisory 

Group and relevant Working 
Groups. They do not necessarily 
represent the views of all our 

members.  
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